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AVE MARIA LORETTO (Written for Loretto Niagara)

I. Beside Niag'ra’s sounding deeps

Dark wooded isles and vine-clad steeps,
Like incense, rise the clouds of spray,
Where rainbows shine, at close of day,
Thy children all with hearts aflame,
Sing to thy gracious holy name,

Ave Maria, Maria, Ave Maria Loretto

2. 0O, when we leave this place of rest,

Watch o’er us still, O mother bless’d,
Tho’ pain and sorrow touch each heart,
O, lead us still from sin apart,

Unto thy Son whose works we see,
Here where thy children sing to thee,

Refrain: Ave Maria! Ave Maria! Ave Maria, Ave Maria, Ave Maria Loretto.

3. When length'ning shadows o’er our way
Bid us, our trembling steps to stay;
The rainbow bending “neath thy feet,
Thy outspread hands the weary greet;
O, mother mild where e’er we roam,
Call all Loretto’s children home.

Ave Maria, Maria Loretto, Ave Maria Loretto

Ave Maria, Ave Maria, Ave Maria, Ave Maria, Ave Mana, Ave Mana Loretto

VARIOUS LORETTO VERSIONS OF THE FIRST FOUR LINES

Toronto/Stratford/Hamilton etc.

Beside Ontario’s blue crown’d waves
Where leaping surge and storied caves
With silv’ry foam waft praise to thee
And all its old-time memory.

Sault Ste. Marie. Michigan

Beside St. Mary’s crested wave
Mid wild birds’ trill and birchen shade,
While silv’ry foam wafts praise to thee,
Mid starlight filled with memory

Sacramento, California

In California’s state of gold

Built on strong faith and courage bold,
We raise your banner, white and blue,
And pledge our loyalty to you.

Guelph

Above the city’s wooded height
Stands Mary’s shrine our soul’s delight
Where terraced lawns and stately trees
Waft fragrant perfume on the breeze.

Saskatchewan

Across the prairie’s vast expanse
Where golden grains “mid breezes dance
While joyous birds waft praise to thee
In truly wondrous melody.

Chicago

By Michigan’s white-crested blue
Where plays the light in varied hue,
Whose silv'ry foam wafts praise to thee

In all its old time memory.



